HARVEST & 131st CHURCH ANNIVERSARY
SERVICES 2018
Sunday October 7th 11.00am Pastor
Sunday October 7th 6.30pm Pastor
Tuesday October 9th 7.30pm
Guest Speaker
Brigadier I. Dobbie OBE
Chairman Pastor
Harvest gifts to
London City Mission
Waterloo Centre for the homeless
Refreshments after the service on Tuesday
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God’s Faithfulness and our Unworthiness
Both harvest and church anniversary celebrations are meant to be and, God
willing, will be again this year occasions for much rejoicing and thanksgiving.
We have had, and in the main enjoyed, a long hot summer, much like 1976;
(and we may well have to wait another 40 years for another quite like it!). This
has resulted in a bumper crop of some fruits, even if the farmers have found
their cereal and vegetable yields reduced. Our Heavenly Father’s promise that
‘summer and winter, springtime and harvest’ will continue has been
wonderfully confirmed and his bountiful provision for human needs gloriously
demonstrated, despite the general turning away from and rejection of the God
who created all things and upholds them by his powerful word.
As a fellowship we praise God for meeting not only our temporal needs, but
also by his providential care our spiritual needs too, despite much ill health and
despite many trials and difficulties. We want to join with the hymn writer and
say ‘great is thy faithfulness, O Lord’ and to remember the Lord’s promise to be
with us to the end of the age. We are conscious and truly believe, though we
cannot always see how God’s workings are for our benefit because we are
finite time bound sinners with such limited capacities, that our sovereign
Heavenly Father is working all things for our ultimate good because the
scriptures clearly tell us so.
We also believe that despite the steep and escalating slide into all kinds of
immorality and the rejection of biblical standards across the western world,
that the God of the bible is still on the throne with our Lord Jesus at his right
hand in the place of glory and honour. This is not inconsistent with, but indeed
is the reason for our heartfelt cry to the Lord to revive his church, to bring a
true and lasting reformation to the churches in the west and to raise up a new
generation of faithful and fearless preachers of the good news of saving grace
that is found in Christ alone. After the recent revelations of the depths and
extent of the abuse, immorality and cover ups in the Roman Catholic Church in
South America and the USA, many have called for a top to bottom reform and a
return to orthodox teaching. However, unless there is a return to the Word of
God in true faith and repentance, all the inquiries, commissions and pious
platitudes will be of little benefit. Let us be clear too that most mainline
Protestant churches are in no better condition and we all need to turn in
repentance and seek the face of God. We also need to return to the scriptures,
confident that they are the very word of God for all time and for all peoples and
that the proclamation of the gospel is the God ordained means of changing
lives, than institutions and cultures.
Perhaps you are thinking ‘this is a bit heavy for church anniversary week’. I am
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of the opinion that, as one Baptist minister in Australia recently argued, we
need to prepare our people for persecution. The gospel, if truly expounded, has
always been unacceptable to the world apart from the work of the Holy Spirit,
but in our present age this is quickly becoming outright rejection and hostility
and if present trends continue and the Lord does not return soon, we may not
have many more church anniversaries (at least as we have known them) to
celebrate. I would suggest we read carefully the statement of the brave
Chinese pastors that is found in this magazine and pray that by God’s grace we
may show the same fortitude in the coming days.
Kevin Tibble

Secretary’s Notes
We extend to you a very warm welcome to join us for our Harvest and
131st Church Anniversary services on Sunday October 7th at 11.00am and
6.30pm when the services will be taken by our Pastor, Kevin Tibble.
On Tuesday October 9th at 7.30pm our guest speaker will be
Brigadier I. Dobbie OBE. The Brigadier is a Vice President of SASRA, (Soldiers &
Airmen’s Scripture Readers Association) and a much valued friend of the
Chapel. Refreshments will be served after the service.
Our gifts will go as usual to the London City Mission Waterloo Centre for the
homeless, a list of their needs you will find elsewhere in this newsletter.
Fresh produce will be distributed locally and the monetary giving over the
harvest weekend will also go to the London City Mission.

Personalia
At this time of writing many of our fellowship are experiencing periods of ill
health, may they know that they are much in our thoughts and prayers. As
ongoing treatment is faced we pray that all will go according to plan and in
each case it will be the beginning of better health.
Cissie Entwistle, who has worshipped at the Chapel for a very long time, is still
in a care home in Caterham. We are able to visit her on a regular basis and it is
always a pleasure to see her although she is sadly not able to communicate as
well as she once could, but being with her still brings joy to all those who visit
her. She is looked after and cared for very well indeed.
We still miss her from the fellowship, as we miss all those who have been
unable to come through ill health lately.
Cissie remains a truly unique person, gifted in so many ways.
MBC
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Dates for your Diary 2018
Sundays
11am

6.30pm

Oct 7th
Pastor HARVEST, 131st ANNIV Pastor
Oct 14th
Colin Appleton
Richard Francis
st
Oct 21
Pastor
Pastor
th
Oct 28
Brig I Dobbie
Brig I Dobbie
———————————————————————————————
Nov 4th
Trainee Speaker
Pastor
th
Nov 11
Trainee Speaker REMEMBRANCE Pastor
th
Nov 18
Trainee Speaker
Pastor
th
Nov 25
Trainee Speaker
Pastor
———————————————————————————————
Dec 2nd
Andrew Wilson RELEASE
Pastor
th
Dec 9
Malcolm Martin
Malcolm Martin
th
Dec 16
Pastor
Pastor
rd
Dec 23
Pastor
Carols by Candlelight
th
Dec 24
Christmas Eve
Henderson Osbourne
Dec 25

th

th

Carols by Candlelight
Christmas Day Service
Henderson Osbourne

10.30am

Dec 30
Pastor
no evening service
——————————————————————————–—————
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Missionary Report
Greetings in the name of the Lord.
As we come to the end of a wonderful summer we thank God for all His many
blessings.
In June several of us attended the SASRA AGM at St. Nicholas Church,
Sevenoaks. This year the speaker was General Lord Dannatt GCB CBE MC DL It
was a great meeting with a good congregation and a time of great blessing. We
presented them with a cheque for £425 which was collected in our SASRA
drums.
Our annual visit from Graham Chewter, from the Trinitarian bible Society, was
also in June. It is always good to hear of their work around the world and to see
and be able to purchase the books, bibles and cards that he brings.
On the 8th of July we welcomed Stuart and Robyn Turton to both morning and
evening services, as Stuart was our preacher for the day. This will be the last
time we will see them as they return to South Africa very shortly. We wish
them every blessing.
In September Lucy Merino-Calongos from the London City Mission was our
speaker for the morning service. She comes originally from Peru, but has been
called by God to work in many different situations. Her work at the moment is
as a prison Chaplain for LCM. Her message of God’s love and guidance in her
life was very moving and inspirational to us all.
We are looking forward to hearing from Missionary Aviation Fellowship
speaker, Val Beckwith, in November at our Tuesday evening meeting.
Thank you to those who gave postcards which I was able to pass on to her.
Thank you to everyone for all your prayers and support in our Missionary work.
May God continue to bless us.
Shirley
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Dohnavur
Most of you know by now that we are no longer sending parcels to Dohnavur
due to the cost of postage.
I would like to thank everybody who has contributed in anyway to the parcels
that we have sent, whether by knitting, crochet, pens, pencils, sharpeners,
exercise books, toiletries or any other items. Thank you for your support over
the years, it has been greatly appreciated.
We are still supporting Dohnavur with our prayers and at times we will be
sending monies to help them buy the items that they need.
Please remember them in your prayers
Thank you once again.
Sheila

Thank You
I would like to thank everybody for their love, prayers and support through my
recent operation for cancer and on going treatment of radiotherapy.
To know that everybody has been praying for me through this difficult time has
been of great help and blessing.
Thank you
Much love Sheila
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Harvest Giving Guide for
The London City Mission Waterloo Centre for the Homeless
Tinned

Baked Beans
Spaghetti Hoops
Tomatoes
Soup
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------General

Sugar
Teabags
Coffee
Biscuits
Orange Squash
Blackcurrant & Apple Squash
Cereals - Cornflakes etc
Custard - Carton or powder
Vegetable oil for cooking
Brown Sauce / Tomato Ketchup
(in plastic bottles)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Clothing

T - Shirts
Sweatshirts
Boxer Shorts ( new)
Socks
Woolly hats
Gloves
Jeans
Jogging Bottoms
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Toiletries

Shower Gel
Razors
Toothpaste
Toothbrushes
Towels
Washing up Liquid
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A Message sent from Barnabas
The persecution of religion, but especially Christianity, is growing in
China. Christian leaders have witnessed a pattern of increased pressure
since new religion regulations came into force in February 2018.
In response to the rise in persecution of Christians, 279 Chinese pastors
issued a public declaration on 12 September 2018 calling on the
government to allow full religious freedom.

A Joint Statement by Pastors:
A Declaration for the Sake of the Christian Faith
We are a group of Chinese Christians, chosen by the Most High God to be His
humble servants, serving as pastors for Christian churches throughout various
towns and cities.
We believe and are obligated to teach the world that the one true and living
Triune God is the Creator of the universe, of the world, and of all people. All
men should worship God and not any man or thing. We believe and are
obligated to teach the world that all men, from national leaders to beggars and
prisoners, have sinned. They will die once and then be judged in righteousness.
Apart from the grace and redemption of God, all men would eternally perish.
We believe and are obligated to teach the world that the crucified and risen
Jesus is the only Head of the global church, the sole Saviour of all mankind, and
the everlasting Ruler and supreme Judge of the universe. To all who repent and
believe in Him, God will give eternal life and an eternal Kingdom.
In September, 2017, the State Council issued the new “Regulations on the
Administration of Religious Affairs” and began implementing these regulations
in February, 2018. Ever since then, Christian churches across China have
suffered varying degrees of persecution, contempt, and misunderstanding from
government departments during public worship and religious practices,
including various administrative measures that attempt to alter and distort the
Christian faith. Some of these violent actions are unprecedented since the end
of the Cultural Revolution. These include demolishing crosses on church
buildings, violently removing expressions of faith like crosses and couplets
hanging on Christians’ homes, forcing and threatening churches to join religious
organizations controlled by the government, forcing churches to hang the
national flag or to sing secular songs praising the State and political parties,
banning the children of Christians from entering churches and receiving
religious education, and depriving churches and believers of the right to gather
freely.
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We believe that these unjust actions are an abuse of government power and
have led to serious conflicts between political and religious parties in Chinese
society. These actions infringe on the human freedoms of religion and
conscience and violate the universal rule of law. We are obligated to announce
bad news to the authorities and to all of society: God hates all attempts to
suppress human souls and all acts of persecution against the Christian church,
and he will condemn and judge them with righteous judgment
But we are even more obligated to proclaim good news to the authorities and
to all of society: Jesus, the only begotten Son of God, the Saviour and King of
mankind, in order to save us sinners was killed, was buried, and rose from the
dead by the power of God, destroying the power of sin and death. In His love
and compassion God has prepared forgiveness and salvation for all who are
willing to believe in Jesus, including Chinese people. At any time, anyone can
repent from any sin, turn to Christ, fear God, obtain eternal life, and bring great
blessing from God upon his family and country.
For the sake of faith and conscience, for the spiritual benefits of the authorities
in China and of society as a whole, and ultimately for the glory, holiness, and
righteousness of God, we make the following declaration to the Chinese
government and to all of society:
1. Christian churches in China believe unconditionally that the Bible is the
Word and Revelation of God. It is the source and final authority of all
righteousness, ethics, and salvation. If the will of any political party, the
laws of any government, or the commands of any man directly violate the
teachings of the Bible, harming men’s souls and opposing the gospel
proclaimed by the church, we are obligated to obey God rather than men,
and we are obligated to teach all members of the church to do the same.
2. Christian churches in China are eager and determined to walk the path of
the cross of Christ and are more than willing to imitate the older
generation of saints who suffered and were martyred for their faith. We
are willing and obligated under any circumstance to face all government
persecution, misunderstanding, and violence with peace, patience, and
compassion. For when churches refuse to obey evil laws, it does not stem
from any political agenda; it does not stem from resentment or hostility; it
stems only from the demands of the gospel and from a love for Chinese
society.
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3.

Christian churches in China are willing to obey authorities in China whom
God has appointed and to respect the government's authority to govern
society and human conduct. We believe and are obligated to teach all
believers in the church that the authority of the government is from God
and that as long as the government does not overstep the boundaries of
secular power laid out in the Bible and does not interfere with or violate
anything related to faith or the soul, Christians are obligated to respect the
authorities, to pray fervently for their benefit, and to pray earnestly for
Chinese society. For the sake of the gospel, we are willing to suffer all
external losses brought about by unfair law enforcement. Out of a love for
our fellow citizens, we are willing to give up all of our earthly rights.

4. For this reason, we believe and are obligated to teach all believers that all
true churches in China that belong to Christ must hold to the principle of
the separation of church and state and must proclaim Christ as the sole
head of the church. We declare that in matters of external conduct,
churches are willing to accept lawful oversight by civil administration or
other government departments as other social organizations do. But under
no circumstances will we lead our churches to join a religious organization
controlled by the government, to register with the religious administration
department, or to accept any kind of affiliation. We also will not accept any
“ban” or “fine” imposed on our churches due to our faith. For the sake of
the gospel, we are prepared to bear all losses – even the loss of our
freedom and of our lives.

10

Please pray:


Give thanks for the quiet courage of the 279 Chinese church pastors,
who are taking a great risk by publicly declaring their allegiance to
Christ and the Gospel and calling for full religious freedom. Pray that
the Lord will keep them safe from those who would seek to do them
harm (Psalm 140:4) and that their stand will bring about positive and
lasting change for Christians in China.



Pray for Barnabas Fund’s Our Religious Freedom campaign, in the UK,
Australia and New Zealand. Thank God for the way the campaign has
already mobilised Christians in all three countries and the wider
support it has received, even from some secular groups. Pray that
politicians will be receptive to enacting Godly values of truth, justice
and righteousness (Jeremiah 4:2) and that the Lord will use the
campaign to serve His divine purposes.



Ask that the Lord remind Chinese Christians to be submissive and
obedient to rulers and authorities (Titus 3:1) even as they walk as
children of light under the supreme authority of His will. Pray that the
Lord who changes the times and seasons (Daniel 2:21) will incline the
Chinese authorities to wisely consider the declaration of the 279
pastors and soften the hearts of government leaders.



O Lord, we praise and thank you for Your Word which endures forever
(Isaiah 40:8). We pray that Christians in China will hold fast the Word of
life (Philippians 2:16) and seek the Holy Spirit in prayer in these times of
increasing pressure. Despite new restrictions on online ministry, we ask
that Your Word will continue to go out across the land to accomplish
Your sovereign will.
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Creation
Day 1

He only spoke and it was done:
The worlds were framed from nought
“Let there be light” - the light came forth
From darkness it was brought,
The light was day, the darkness night;
Forever parted in His sight.

Day 2

He only spoke and it was done:
A firmament of blue
Stretched out upon the watery earth,
As yet no life it knew.
An atmosphere of air He made,
The basis for all life was laid.

Day 3

He only spoke and it was done:
The dry land did appear,
Great continents that day were formed,
Midst waters bright and clear.
He clothed the earth with herbs and trees,
A paradise amongst the seas.

Day 4

He only spoke and it was done:
The lights in heaven did shine;
The sun, the moon and all the stars,
For light and warmth and sign.
The seasons, as the days and years,
By these great lights the maker steers.

Day 5

He only spoke and it was done:
Behold, abundantly,
The waters brought forth life diverse,
In river and in sea;
Above the earth the fowl did fly,
Across the vault of heaven’s sky.
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Day 6

He only spoke and it was done:
The earth began to crawl
With beasts and cattle of their kind,
Some large, some very small,
When all was finished to God’s plan,
Out of the dust He raised up Man.

Day 7

He only spoke and it was done:
His work was all complete;
The heavens and earth with all their host,
Was perfect and replete.
The seventh day the Lord did rest,
The Sabbath day by Him was blessed.

Submitted by Ivy

May the glory of the Lord endure for ever;
May the Lord rejoice in His worksHe who looks at the earth and it trembles,
Who touches the mountains, and they smoke..
I will sing to the Lord all my life;
I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.
May my meditation be pleasing to him,
As I rejoice in the Lord.
Praise the Lord, O my soul,
Praise the Lord!
Psalm 104
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Change and Decay
“Rust and decay in all around I see, Thou changest not, O Lord, abide with me”.
These words were heard by a motor mechanic working by the side of the road
under a very old classic VW Camper van. Next to where he was working a
footpath went off in to the local countryside and a number of walkers passed
him throughout the day, neither party taking much notice of the other until the
above words were uttered.
The mechanic knew straight away the quotation was incorrect, change had
been replaced by rust, but he wondered whether the speaker had any idea of
the deep meaning of those words.
It is possible that he was looking back to ‘the good old days’ when life seemed
more simple, children respected their parents and teachers, there were only
three channels on the television, the internet was only a pipe dream and smart
phones and social media were complete science fiction.
We know that the only changeless one around us is God himself and our eyes
must be kept on Him. I once heard these wise words about our journey through
life, its a bit like driving a car, the mirror for looking back to see where you have
been is quite small but necessary and you only need to glance at it now and
again but the windscreen in front is large giving you the best possible view as to
where you are going and it is this that is more important than looking at what is
passed. We need to have a clear view of the one who is leading us.
Earthly hopes and aspirations more often than not delude us and ‘life gets in
the way’ but a clear view of the Good Shepherd will keep us on the right path
that leads to eternal life whatever life on earth may throw at us. He goes before
us and constantly cares for us. He feeds, guides, protects and restores us, He
comforts and leads us in paths of righteousness according to His will not our
own.
Lord, I would clasp Thy hand in mine, nor ever murmur nor repine;
Content, whatever lot I see, since ’tis my God that leadeth me.
Joseph Henry Gilmore

We read and see advertisements claiming “This item is guaranteed never to
fail.” Some are led into a false sense of security by such claims and conclude
“I must have that!” But I am sure most understand that man-made items
sooner or later break down and fail. The qualities we all yearn for, durability
and permanency are only found in the eternal God and our own spiritual
strength can only come when we rely upon His faithfulness. We will find no
“expiry date” attached to His wonderful salvation that was secured for us at the
cross.
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Pardon for sin , and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow;
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
Thomas Chisholm

The Lord in His great mercy is always waiting to bless us. He knows what is best
and in His great mercy guides us along life’s rocky pathway wanting to show
and give us His help.
Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for His compassions
never fail.
They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.
Lamentations 3:22-23

When we are being led by the Lord we are like rivers, they do not know where
they will go and we cannot see the paths we will take but we will be used by
the Lord through His Spirit and will be a blessing to others even though we my
feel small and insignificant and not even know that we have been used by Him.
If the Lord is at our source the way is then opened up and obstacles
surmounted in ways we could not imagine if left to our own devices.
Keep your eyes on Jesus the author and finisher of our faith and the things of
this world, the change and decay, will seem insignificant and the Holy Spirit will
flow through guiding our feet to be used by His will.
Catherine

Footpath
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SASRA 100 DAYS
8th August - 11th November
The 100 days of prayer for SASRA is to coincide with the remembrance, a
hundred years on, with the battle of Amiens which was a hundred day
campaign which led up to the end of WW1 on the 11th November 1918,
Armistice Day, when the guns fell silent.
We have been supplied with a few of SASRA’s Daily Devotional book which
exhorts Christians to pray for the SASRA Scripture Readers in their work in
bringing the Gospel message to the soldiers and airmen in our armed forces.
Each day there is a short Bible reading and a text from within the reading as a
heading, then the writer expounds a brief message to the reader finishing with
pointers for prayer to concentrate on for that particular day, especially for the
scripture readers themselves and the message they seek to bring to the service
men and women.
Every day prayer requests are centred firstly on God, who He is, as the
Almighty, the Creator, Sustainer, His mercy and graciousness, His authority, His
Word and what He means to those who are his. Or they centre upon the Lord
our Saviour and his saving and keeping power and also the resource we have in
the Holy Spirit’s indwelling as He leads and guides us through difficult and
challenging times. Secondly we are asked to pray for some aspect of the SASRA
personnel and upholding them in their Christian walk and spiritual welfare,
keeping Christ and his word at the centre of all they do. We are asked to pray
for their families, many have young children or grandchildren, and that
opportunities would open up before them as they seek to spread the Gospel of
Jesus Christ to the young recruits and older personnel they meet around the
barracks.
We are asked to pray for all Christians in the military that they will be kept by
the Lord in the difficult jobs and decisions they have to make often on a daily
basis.
All requests for prayer are Christ centred, based on His word and are rooted on
seeking God’s will and purpose.
May we all seek to pray for military personnel and for their safety and
salvation and for all Christians in the armed forces. Also pray for the keeping
power of those sent to spread and share the great Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ, behind the wire, who became the ultimate sacrifice for us.
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I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be
made for everyone.....
1 Timothy 2:1

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we
ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that
words cannot express. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will.
Romans 8:26-27

O how praying rests the weary!
Prayer will change the night to day,
So in sorrow or in gladness,
Don’t forget to pray.
Mary Ann Kidder

Give ear to my words, O Lord, consider my groaning.
Psalm 5:1
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History of Harvest Festival
Harvest festival used to be celebrated at the beginning of the Harvest season
on the 1st of August and was called Lammas, meaning ‘Loaf Mass’.
Farmers made loaves of bread from the new wheat crop and gave them to their
local church. ‘The Lord of the Harvest’ (the loaf) sat at the head of the table.
We now celebrate Harvest in late September / early October when all the crops
have been harvested. Harvest Festival is a celebration of the food grown on the
land.
We celebrate singing, praying and decorating our churches with baskets of fruit
and foods.
In Britain thanks has been given for successful harvests since pagan times.
Harvest Festival is/was traditionally held on the Sunday near or of the
Harvest Moon. This is the full moon that occurs closest to the Autumn equinox
(around 22/23 September)
Matthew 9:38
The Lord of the Harvest. Jesus refers to God as ‘the Lord of the Harvest’
Wikipedia says;
“A festival is a special occasion of feasting or celebration, usually with a
religious focus. Aside from religion, and sometimes folklore, another significant
origin is agricultural. Food, and consequently agriculture, is so vital that many
festivals are associated with harvest time.
Chris Griffiths
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“And we know that all things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are called according to His
Purpose.”
Romans 8:28
The poet, Cowper, was subject to fits of depression, One day he ordered a cab
and told the driver to take him to London Bridge. Soon a dense fog settled
down upon the city. The cabby wandered about for two hours and then
admitted he was lost. Cowper asked him if he thought he could find the way
home. The cabby thought that he could and in another hour landed him at his
door. When Cowper asked what the fare would be the driver felt that he should
not take anything since he had not gotten his fare to his destination. Cowper
insisted, saying “Never mind that, you have saved my life, I was on my way to
throw myself off London Bridge.”
He then went into the house and wrote:God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;
He plants His footsteps on the sea,
And rides upon the storm.”

The plans at the chapel went wrong; the minister was snowed up. The plans of
the boy under the gallery went wrong, the snowstorm shut him off from the
church of his choice.
These two wrongs made a tremendous right , for out of those shattered plans
and programs came an event that has incalculably enriched mankind,
SPURGEON’S CONVERSION
Ivy
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“As long as the earth endures,
seedtime and harvest,
cold and heat,
summer and winter,
day and night
will never cease.”
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