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EASTER SERVICES 2018 
 

GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 30th 10.30am 

Service of Meditation  

 

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 1st 11.00am 

Pastor 

 

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 1st 6.30pm 

Pastor 
 

All Welcome 
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 EASTER 

 
 

As Easter approaches fast, the snow has returned and the weather feels more 
like Christmas. But the run up to Easter and the run up to Christmas in all other 
ways seems so different. There is none of the excitement of the children, the 
displays and decorations, the nativity plays, full church services with extra ones 
put on to fit the people in. Yes, Christmas is still for many the occasion of an 
annual visit to church-a little bit of religion, soft and tinsel wrapped to offset 
the vulgar consumerism and spending. Easter is treated very differently, the 
chance of an early holiday in the sun or just a few days off work. There’s no 
pretence amongst the majority to see any religious significance, yet alone 
biblical truth and meaning. Perhaps for believers that’s not a bad thing. After 
all, every Sunday worship should be a reminder of the resurrection and every 
Lord’s Table a reminder of his death. These gospel and saving truths remain 
where the church (that is the faithful church following apostolic tradition) has 
always held them, at the very centre of our theology, piety and worship. 
 Indeed, if we follow the biblical record carefully, we see in both the Christmas 
and Easter narratives the same wonderful story of the salvation that was 
promised in the old testament scriptures which was fulfilled in the life, death,  
resurrection and ascension of our Lord Jesus, that was then preached by the 
apostles and has now spread throughout the world and that will reach its  
glorious climax when Jesus returns in power and glory. 
 Let’s remind ourselves of how for example the Kingship of the Lord Jesus is 
revealed in both the birth and death narratives of the gospels. The ‘Wise Men’ 
come asking ‘Where is the one who has been born King of the Jews’ and the 
reply from the scripture of Micah 5:2 comes ‘in Bethlehem for out of you will 
come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel’. With the King 
comes the Kingdom ‘Repent for the Kingdom of God is at Hand’. This is the King 
who is mocked, dressed up as King with purple robe and crown of thorns in 
cruel barrack room humour and then crucified under the inscription ‘The King 
of the Jews’. Yes, of course, the soldiers, the crowds and Pilate did not mean it, 
but the reader of scripture sees that this King reigns from the cross, there  
defeating all our enemies and is then vindicated in his resurrection and  
exaltation to the right hand of the Father. 
Another example we could follow would be Christ’s work as Saviour. The 

Christmas narrative reminds us that ‘You are to give him the name Jesus, for He 

shall save his people from their sins’ (Matt. 1:21) for as Jesus later said ‘For the 

Son of man came to seek and to save the lost’ (Luke 19:10). At the cross as the 

crowds hurl their insults, the Jewish leaders mock Jesus ‘He saved others, but   
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 He can’t save himself’ These and many other words they used remind the 

careful reader of Psalm 22 which depicts in realistic language the sufferings and 

ultimate vindication of the servant of God long before crucifixion was invented. 

Now we know that Christ could have come down from the cross. He could have 

called down legions of angels to come to his aid, yes He could have saved 

himself, but He could only save us and fulfil the prophecies of Isaiah 52-53 by 

staying on that cross and dying as our substitute. 

While I have been writing this the garden has turned white in a Christmas card 

scene (I type slowly!), but whether it snow, rains hails or the sun shines brightly 

and Spring bursts forth in glorious bloom our Lord Jesus is both King and 

Saviour and we will seek to love and serve him in all weathers, seasons and 

circumstances. 

        Kevin 

 
Secretary’s Notes   

 

We come to this glorious time of Easter, and hope that you may be able to join 
us in our  Easter services. 
We commend to you most especially the service on Good Friday morning at 
10.30am. This is a service of Meditation followed by Communion when we will 
have the joy and pleasure of welcoming back Mike Moore who will lead us in 
this service of reflection. 
 
 

Special Dates for your Diary for 2018  

 

Please  refer to page 5 where you can find the details of the special dates for 
2018. 
 
Personalia 

 

It is with grateful hearts that we thank God for answered prayer for those who 
in the fellowship have had real battles with health, where long operations have 
taken place and stays in hospital have been involved.  
We praise God for His protection and answered prayer. 
 
       

 MBC 
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      Apr 1st Pastor  Easter   Pastor 

  Apr 8th Peter Dunn    Peter Dunn 

  Apr 15th Pastor     Pastor 

  Apr 22nd Malcolm Martin   Malcolm Martin 

   Apr 29th Bill McCubbin    Pastor  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  May 6th Pastor     Pastor 

  May 13th Brig I Dobbie    Stuart Turton 

  May 20th Pastor      Home Mission Pastor 

  May 27th Pastor     David Rue 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

  June 3rd Henderson Osbourne      Pastor 

  June 10th Peter Dunn    Peter Dunn 

  June 17th Pastor    start at 6.00pm Hymn Evening 

  June 24th Colin Appleton    Malcolm Martin  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

  Jul  1st Pastor     Pastor 

  Jul  8th Stuart Turton    Stuart Turton 

  Jul  15th Pastor     Pastor 

  Jul  22nd TBC     TBC 

  Jul  29th Colin Appleton    Colin Appleton 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

  Aug  5th Henderson Osbourne   Henderson Osbourne 
  Aug  12th Malcolm Martin   Malcolm Martin 

  Aug  19th Bill McCubbin    Richard Francis 

  Aug  26th Brig I Dobbie    Brig I Dobbie 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

  Sep  2nd Pastor     Pastor 

  Sep  9th London City Mission   TBC 

  Sep  16th Pastor     Pastor 

  Sep  23rd Peter Dunn    Peter Dunn 

  Sep  30th Maurice Kenny    Maurice Kenny 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

  Oct 7th Pastor Harvest & 131st Church Anniv Pastor 

       Dates for your Diary 2018 

 11am     6.30pm 
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Tuesday June 5th at 7.45pm. 

 

Graham Chewter from the Trinitarian Bible Society will be coming to tell us 
more about the work of TBS    
 We hope you will be able to come.  

 
 

Monday June 11th 7.30pm for 8.00pm  

 

 St Nicholas,  Sevenoaks, 
General Lord Dannatt  GCB CBE MC DL President of SASRA council  
and former Chief of the General Staff will be speaking at the SASRA AGM  

 
 

Sunday June 17th at 6.00pm 

 

 Hymns for a summer evening    
Refreshments will be served after the service.  

 
Sunday Sept. 9th    11.00am 

 

London City Mission Lucy Merino Calongaf Chaplin to Prisons  

 
 

Sunday Oct 7th  11.00am & 6.30pm 

 

Harvest 131st Church anniversary   Pastor  

 
 

Tuesday Oct 9th      7.30pm 
 

Speaker to be confirmed for Tuesday service 

 
 

Refreshments after the service  

Overview of 2018 
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Missionary News  

 
 
 

As we gather to celebrate the wonderful season of Easter, when Jesus Christ 
died and rose again to give us eternal life, we give Him praise and thanks for 
another year of blessings. For prayers answered and for our Pastor and visiting 
preachers faithful teaching  from the bible week by week.  

 

We would pray for those who are not able to worship freely, or even to meet in 
His name. May God’s people be sustained and upheld, given courage and 
strength through His grace and love.  

 

We continue our support in prayer and giving for SASRA and Dohnavur and the 
other missionary societies that we support.  

 

We were very pleased to welcome Steve Penny, the Area Representative of 
SASRA on Sunday morning 11th February and we look forward to the young 
men from the church plant of St Helen’s, Crossways in Stratford East London, 
who will be preaching each Sunday morning in March.  

 

Please remember that all the Prayer leaflets for the  Missionary Societies that 
we support are on the board in the hall. Do feel free to take one home and  
return it when you have read it.  

 

I have just sent two packets of stamps to BMS Stamp Bureau. Please continue 
to save your stamps, especially foreign ones.  

 

Thank you to everyone for supporting our Missionary work.  
May God continue to bless our giving.  

 

        Shirley 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dohnavur 
 
 

The next batch of parcels will be sent off before Easter. I should like to thank 
everyone who has contributed in any way to both those who have purchased 
items and those who have made items. We know that they will be gratefully 
received and give joy to those who receive them. 
Thank you once again.      Shiela 
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The Lion and the Lamb 

 

After the coldest start to the month of March on record we all had our stories 
of disaster and experiences we had been through in that week when we met on 
Sunday  the 4th. There were sorry tales of condensing boilers exposing their 
downsides, snowdrifts as tall as a man, gritter lorries, traffic jams, snow 
ploughs, impassable roads, draughty, freezing London station platforms,  
appointments missed and the tedium of being stuck indoors.  
Then I heard this gem: ‘My Mum used to say’ 
“March comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb” 
Obviously  it is a reference to the weather at the end of winter and hopefully 
the beginning of a beautiful calm springtime that we all look forward to but it 
set me thinking of a different Lion and a different Lamb. 
The Lion of the tribe of Judah is a description of Christ, Revelation 5:5.  
In John’s vision of heaven there is a scroll which is sealed with seven seals. An 
angel was asking if there is anyone who is worthy to open the seal and  
reveal what was written on it. No one was found and John wept until one of the 
elders that was in front of the throne says “Do not weep! See the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, the root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll 
and its seven seals.” 
Then John saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the centre of 
the throne, surrounded by the four living creatures and the elders. This lamb is 
Jesus the Son of God after he had died on the cross, bearing the wrath of his 
Father on our behalf, risen, ascended and vindicated by God the Father back to 
His rightful place in heaven. 
In 1 Chronicles 5:2 Judah is described as being the strongest of his brothers and 
a ruler will come from him. This is also portrayed in the blessing Jacob gave to 
Judah, his fourth son, whilst on his deathbed: “Like a lion he crouches and lies 
down... The sceptre will not depart from Judah...” This depicts strength,  
majesty and royalty.  
Genesis 49:9-10 says: “Judah, like a lion, crouches and lies down: no one dares 
to rouse him.” He is resting in certain victory. 
In Revelation 22:16 Jesus says: “I am the Root and Offspring of David, and the 
bright Morning Star.” 
In Revelation 22:17b Jesus invites us: “Come! Whoever is thirsty, let him come; 
and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.” 
Isaiah 11:1-10  shows a picture of the rest, which is “glorious”, secured by the  
victory of this ‘Root and Offspring’. May we all know the reality of this rest by 
looking at the Lion of Judah and the Lamb as it has been slain, who alone is 
worthy.        Catherine 
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WHY READ CHRISTIAN BOOKS? 

 
 

“Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,  
whatever is lovely whatever is admirable.... THINK ABOUT SUCH THINGS.”  
Philippians 4:8 

 
 

When you think about it, we spend a great deal of time and money on things 
which are not really profitable to us; but we have available to us a wealth of 
Christian literature – which in many other countries is just not available. There 
are commentaries on different parts of the Bible ; biographies of godly men and 
women ;devotional books that help us to think and meditate upon the things of 
God, and others dealing with a multitude of different subjects from creation to 
the Trinity. Because these books help us in our understanding of the Bible and 
of spiritual things – they  are of lasting value to our souls. You may feel that 
these books are only for ministers or those studying theology – but there are 
many books written for ordinary Christians and for those seeking or asking 
questions – and it doesn’t do us any harm to exercise our minds a little!  
Sometimes we may need to read things over more than once, or read a chapter 
at a time so that we can think about the things we have read – other books we 
will not be able to put down! There can be an almost bewildering choice of 
books – some of which are less helpful than others so it’s a good idea to get 
some advice about good publishers or books on particular subjects – reading 
the book reviews in Evangelicals Now can be helpful too. If you’ve found a book 
of benefit it maybe you could recommend it or lend if to others in the  
fellowship Remember that Christian books are not a substitute for our daily 
Bible readings, but they can be a great help and benefit to us in our Christian 
lives. 
 
 
 
 

DARE TO STAND ALONE 
 

 Read and enjoy the book of Daniel  

 

by Stuart Olyott 

 

Published by Evangelicals Press 
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What do you know about the book of Daniel? A few stories from Sunday School 
days, perhaps the fiery furnace and the lion’s den? This book shows that Daniel 
is exciting, relevant and very challenging for us as Christians today. How often 
do we make a stand for what we believe in – even though our lives are not in 
danger as Daniel and his friends’ were. We see how God always has His  
remnant and witness even in the darkest days. Mr Olyott deals with each  
chapter in a straightforward way – always applying events to our situation. 
Even harder passages are dealt with in such a way that you wonder why you 
thought them difficult! There are so many things to learn – Nebuchadnezzar’s 
humbling by God until he acknowledged Him..... the writing on the wall at  
Belshazzar’s banquet.... Daniel as an old man reading the scriptures and  
discovering God’s promise to deliver His people.... the prophecies that were to 
encourage the faithful Jews in terrible days of persecution. I warmly  
recommend this book to you – it certainly lives up to its title – you will enjoy 
the book of Daniel – but you will be rebuked, encouraged and challenged.  
         
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
       
        
        Henderson
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Around the Cross  
 

Around the cross where Jesus died, 
The faithful few stood mortified; 

They could not see God’s purpose here, 
And not one hope their souls could cheer.  

 

They laid His body in the tomb, 
Their hearts were filled with doubt and gloom. 

No explanation could they find 
To give them peace and rest of mind.  

 

Then, with a stone they sealed the cave 
And left their master in the grave, 

They could not see the hand of God, 
In shedding of his precious blood. 

 

Yet three days more the Saviour rose, 
Triumphant over all His foes; 

Their fears and doubts were turned to joy 
Which human cares should ne’er destroy.  

 

His sovereignty to them revealed, 
His promises at Calvary sealed. 

Why should they ever doubt again, 
Even in the midst of woes or pain? 

 

And why should we His purpose doubt, 
When trials seem to wear us out? 
Is not our Father’s love and care, 

Sufficient that we should forbear?  

 

Shall God who called us by His grace, 
Forsake us in the narrow place? 

Not so! The child of God shall stand, 
And none shall pluck him from God’s hand. 

 

       Ivy 
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Jesus  

 

Jesus, the name all names above,           Jesus, this name above can save, 
So full of graciousness and love,              And rescue sinners from the grave, 
I cannot praise him as I should,              We praise Him for the cleansing flood 
Yet still His name does do me good.                 That flows from Calvary’s precious blood 
 

In Jesus, God became a man,             By many is this name despised, 
According to salvations plan,             Yet such one day, shall be surprised, 
In Him the Father is revealed,             Some when he halts them in the way, 
In Him the covenant is sealed.                                  But others on the Judgement Day. 
 

From heaven Jesus did descend,             Jesus, the name that makes me whole, 
The reign of sin on earth to end .           And gives sweet comfort to the soul, 
What condescension He displays,          Jesus is all my joy and hope, 
Amongst mankind, for man He prays.       Without His help, I cannot cope. 
 

Oh Jesus saviour hear my cry,              Jesus be precious now to me, 
And lift me up or else I die!              Thy grace and beauty may I see. 
My heart does tremble at Thy word,      Help me to live, Thy name to praise, 
By Thy dear voice my heart is stirred.           Both now and through eternal days. 
 

O precious name to God above;              Jesus the name that makes us one, 
In Him displayed the Father’s love,         He to His people is the sun, 
That those who call upon His grace,       He doth both light and warmth impart, 
Might see the smiling of His face.                              To fill the Christian’s life and heart. 

 

Jesus to thee all men shall bow,    
May we nor wait but do it now,     Ivy 

Even devils fear before His name, 
Acknowledging His power and fame. 
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Please read the following through carefully and then 
Read it again from the bottom up!  

 

I think it may impact your life and may help you to share your faith with anyone 
who says they are an atheist... 
 
 

An Atheist’s View on Life  

 

I will live my life according to these beliefs 
God does not exist 

It is just foolish to think 
That there is a God with a cosmic plan 

That an all-powerful God brings redemption and healing 
Is a comforting thought, however 

It 
Is only wishful thinking 

People can do as they please without eternal consequences 
The idea that 

I am deserving of hell 
Because of sin 

Is a lie meant to make me a slave to those in power 
“The more you have the happier you will be” 

Our existence has no grand meaning or purpose 
In a world with no God 

There is freedom to be who I want to be 
But with God 

Everything is fine 
                              It is ridiculous to think 

                               I am lost and in need of saving  

 

                               A Christian view of life  
                               (now read it from the bottom up) 

 
Submitted by Sheila, taken form another church’s magazine 
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Reasons NOT to Mess with Children! 

 

1.  A little girl was talking to her teacher about whales. The teacher said it was 
physically impossible for a whale to swallow a human because although it was a 
very large mammal its throat was very small. 
The little girl stated that Jonah was swallowed by a whale. Irritated, the teacher 
reiterated that the whale could not swallow a human; it was physically  
impossible. 
The little girl said, “when I get to heaven I will ask Jonah”. 
The teacher asked, “what if Jonah went to hell?” 
The little girl replied, “Then you ask him”. 

 

2.  A teacher was observing her classroom of children while they were drawing. 
She would occasionally walk around to see each child’s work. 
As she got to one little girl who was working diligently, she asked what the 
drawing was. The girl replied, “I’m drawing God”. 
The teacher paused and said, “but no one knows what God looks like”. 
Without missing a beat, or looking up from her drawing, the girl replied, “they 
will in a minute”.  

 

3.  A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with her 
five and six year olds. 
After explaining the commandment to ‘honour’ thy Father and thy Mother, one 
of the girls asked, “is there a commandment that teaches us how to treat our 
brothers and sisters?” 
Without missing a beat one little boy, (the oldest of a family) answered,  
“Thou shalt not kill!” 
 

Submitted by Sheila, taken from another church’s magazine 
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“It is Finished”  (Tetelestai) (The 6th saying from the cross) 

 

It has been said that when a servant was sent to carry out a task or go on a  
mission for his master, on his return his master would say “tetelestai” which 
meant  he had carried out the task exactly as he was requested to do. 
Historically, in Eastern countries in the secular scene of business, papers  
showing that a debt  had been fully paid, would be stamped with the word 
“tetelestai” confirming the debt was completely at an end. 
In classical Greek times “tetelestai” was a word used to indicate a turning point 
when one period of time ended and another began. 
If convicted of a crime in the Roman Empire, a list of your wrongdoings would 
be nailed to the outside of your cell. When you had paid the debt or served the 
time the judge would write across it “tetelestai” and you would go free. 
“Tetelestai”, has been described as “an ocean in a drop of speech”. 
 
 

What did Christ finish on the cross? 
His revelation of the Father was completed 
John 1:18   “No one has ever seen God, but God the One and  
  Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made Him known.” 
The goal of His incarnation was reached 
John 4:34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of Him who  
   sent me and to finish His work” 
His sufferings were ended 
1 Peter 3:18a “For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous  
  for the unrighteous.” 
The Old Testament sacrifices were fulfilled 
Heb 10:11-12 “Day after day every priest stands and performs his  
  religious duties; again and again he offers the same  
  sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But when  
  this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins,  
  he sat down at the right hand of God.” 
The Father’s will was fulfilled 
John 4:34 See above 
Satan was defeated 
Gen 3:15 “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
  between your offspring and hers; he will crush your  
  head and you will strike his heel.” 
Redemption was accomplished 
Heb 10:14 “By one sacrifice he has made perfect for ever those  
  who are being made holy.” 
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Jesus’ suffering in his life and death on earth had ended. 
The fulfilment of all the Old Testament prophesies and symbols of Jesus’ life, 
ministry and death were finished at the cross. 
God’s will for Jesus was accomplished in perfect obedience.  
John 5:30b “For I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.” 
John 6:38 “For I have come down from heaven not to do my will  
  but to do the will of him who sent me.” 

  
The cross indeed was the turning point in the whole of human history.  
It was the end of the old covenant and the beginning of the new covenant.  
All the old Testament prophesies were fulfilled, the justice of God was fully met 
and satisfied by The Lamb of God. 
“Paid in full” is now stamped on the past sinful record of all those who come in 
repentance and faith to Christ the Saviour receiving the gift of grace which is 
freely given as shown in the scriptures. 
The cross and plan of salvation were in place before the creation of the world, 
before Adam took his first breath and it was all completed at the cross. All for  

 

The Glory of God! 
 

Lifted up was He to die,  
“It is finished” was His cry; 

Now in heaven exalted high; 
Hallelujah! What a Saviour! 

    Philip P Bliss 

 
        Catherine 
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He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. 
Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 

      Matthew 28:6 

 
 

Psalm 38:8  Taste and see that the Lord is good  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hebrews 12:1-3  
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us 
run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 
the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the  joy set before Him endured 
the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. Consider Him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you 
will not grow weary and loose heart.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Since my eyes were fixed on Jesus, 
I’ve lost sight of all beside, 

So enchained my spirit’s vision, looking at the Crucified. 

 

       Mary D James 


